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Premise #1:
Far too often, SS&H researchers and scholars 
fail to identify and effectively engage the 
people who are the potential beneficiaries of 
their research and scholarship 



Premise #2: 
Engaging stakeholders can 
increase impact



Premise #3: 
The value and impact of SS&H is 
much less if those generating 
knowledge and scholarship are 
only willing and able to talk to 
themselves



Why Engage Stakeholders? 

• To listen

• To increase societal relevance 

• To increase public understanding & trust

• To increase stakeholder 
ownership/investment 

• To conduct better research 

• To increase use/adoption 

=  increased societal impact

• Added Benefit: Research users are often 
better at conveying societal impacts than 
research producers



Programs/ 

Models that 

Can Facilitate 

Effective 

Stakeholder  

Engagement 



Specific Program Examples 

Arizona State Consortium for 
Science, Policy, & Outcomes

Warriors Scholar Project  



The Civic University  

• Deepening social divides and distrust of 

government and institutions will require 

universities to change

• Will need to climb down from the ivory 

tower and move onto main street 

• Land-grant University for the 21st Century 

• Universities will need to go beyond serving 

just scholars and students on their 

campuses, to serving and demonstrating 

their broader value to the public



Putting SS&H to Work for 
the Public Good
• What is the public value of SS&H if 

academics only speak to themselves? 

• What are the responsibilities of social 
scientists and humanists to engage with 
society….and to listen, not just talk? 

• Who are and should be the beneficiaries of 
social sciences? How do we identify who 
the stakeholders are? 

• Who is best able to explain and make the 
case for the value of SS&H to those who 
fund it?  



Contact Me

toby.smith@aau.edu

@SciPolGuy 

@AAUnivesities 

www.aau.edu
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What are the key 
responsibilities of a 
publisher in identifying 
stakeholders and effecting
societal impact?



SAGE was founded on 

the belief that research 

and education are 

central to creating a 

better society

Building Bridges to Knowledge



The

story 

“I’m proud to say that SAGE advocates for 

policy that will enable science, especially 

social and behavioral science which is often 

underfunded, to make real-world impact." —

SAGE Founder, Sara Miller McCune



Why?

• Advocate for healthy 

national funding of SBS

• Connect SBS with those 

in government who can 

use and apply it

Advocacy with Policy-Makers



socialsciencespace.com/impact

#socialscienceimpact

Curating Knowledge



Curating Knowledge



• Work to build greater appreciation and 

use case for SBS

• Support greater awareness of social 

justice implications as a human impact, as 

we will see in the specific case of 

indigenous studies

• Aim to connect this effort with US and UK 

initiatives, and ultimately with global 

efforts

Global Connections



Social Justice



In late May, we published a book on the psychology 

of COVID-19 led by an international team of SBS 

researchers

Their passionate belief was that SBS research is 

vital to understanding our best path out of the 

pandemic

Title made available as a free download on our 

Social Science Space community site.

Serialized chapters read more than 46,000 times 

and the whole book downloaded more than 26,000 

times

Dissemination 

https://www.socialsciencespace.com
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Thank you very much!

Questions?


